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One of the most critical developments within `welfare' in recent years, has been the transformation of service
users from `passive recipients' to `active subjects' of welfare policy and practice. People who use services
have challenged paternalistic notions that professionals are always the experts, and have offered alternative
analyses both of the experience of living with disability or illness, and of policy and practice responses to
such experiences.

Taking Over the Asylum explores the way in which users or survivors of mental health services - people too
often regarded as `lacking capacity' to make decisions about their own care - have taken action to empower
themselves. The authors examine evidence of the impact this action has had on their lives, on services, and
on practice in mental health. They argue that disempowerment can be exacerbated by racist and gendered
assumptions and they question the way we think about `mental health' and `mental illness' and what it means
to live with `madness'.

Drawing on the writings of activists and on international research evidence of action by users and survivors,
this important book explores different strategies being adopted to achieve change both within the mental
health system and in the lives of those who live with psychological distress. The wide-ranging analysis of
current debates provides a valuable and clear insight into the potential and dilemmas of collective action by
service users and survivors.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Taking Over the Asylum: Empowerment and Mental Health book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Taking Over the Asylum: Empowerment and Mental Health content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Taking Over the Asylum: Empowerment and Mental Health
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Archie Beard:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Taking Over the Asylum:
Empowerment and Mental Health is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bradley Bishop:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Taking Over the Asylum: Empowerment and
Mental Health can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

James Hanson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Taking Over the Asylum: Empowerment and Mental
Health or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Taking Over the Asylum: Empowerment and Mental Health to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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