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Recent studies have examined martyrdom as a means of constructing Christian identity, but until now none
has focused on Stephen, the first Christian martyr. For the author of Luke-Acts, the stoning of Stephen--
even more than the death of Jesus-- underscores the perfidy of non-believing Jews, the extravagant mercy of
Christians, and the inevitable rift that will develop between these two social groups. Stephen's dying prayer
that his persecutors be forgiven-the prayer for which he is hailed in Christian tradition as the "perfect martyr"
plays a crucial role in drawing an unprecedented distinction between Jewish and early Christian identities.

Shelly Matthews deftly situates Stephen's story within the emerging discourse of early Christian martyrdom.
Though Stephen is widely acknowledged to be an actual historical figure, Matthews points to his name, his
manner of death, and to other signs that his martyrdom was ideally suited to the rhetorical purposes of Acts
and its author, Luke: to uphold Roman views of security and respectability, to show non-believing Jews to
disadvantage, and to convey that Christianity was an exceptionally merciful religion. By drawing parallels
between Acts and stories of the martyrdom of James, the brother of Jesus, Matthews challenges the coherent
canonical narrative of Acts and questions common assumptions about the historicity of Stephen's martyrdom.
She also offers a radical new reading of Stephen's last prayer, showing the complex and sometimes violent
effects of its modern interpretations.

Perfect Martyr illuminates the Stephen story as never before, offering a deeply nuanced picture of violence,
solidarity, and resistance among Jews and early Christians, a key to understanding the early development of
a non-Jewish Christian identity, and an innovative reframing of one of the most significant stories in the
Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

The book Perfect Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen and the Construction of Christian Identity make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Perfect Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen and the Construction of Christian Identity for
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read
a book Perfect Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen and the Construction of Christian Identity. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

James Jackson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Perfect Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen and the
Construction of Christian Identity was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Perfect Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen
and the Construction of Christian Identity is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Perfect Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen and the
Construction of Christian Identity. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Clarence Frey:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Perfect
Martyr: The Stoning of Stephen and the Construction of Christian Identity, you can tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Jason Rickman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except



your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Perfect Martyr: The Stoning
of Stephen and the Construction of Christian Identity.
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