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Whether tall office buildings, high-rise apartments, or lofty hotels, skyscrapers have been stars in American
cinema since the silent era. Cinema’s tall buildings have been variously represented as unbridled aspiration,
dens of iniquity and eroticism, beacons of democracy, and well-oiled corporate machines. Considering their
intriguing diversity, Merrill Schleier establishes and explains the impact of actual skyscrapers on America’s
ideologies about work, leisure, romance, sexual identity, and politics as seen in Hollywood movies.

Schleier analyzes cinematic works in which skyscrapers are an integral component, interpreting the
iconography and spatial practices in these often fictional modern buildings, especially on concepts of gender.
Organized chronologically and thematically, she offers close readings of films including Safety Last,
Skyscraper Souls, Wife vs. Secretary, Baby Face, The Fountainhead, and Desk Set. Opening with the
humorous antics of Harold Lloyd, the premier skyscraper actor of the silent era, the book moves through the
disillusionment of the Depression era, in which skyscrapers are employed as players in moralistic, class-
conscious stories, to post–World War II and its reimagining of American political and economic values and
ends with the complicated prosperity of the 1950s and the lives of white-collar workers and their spouses.

Taking inspiration from Walter Benjamin’s Arcades Project, among works of other critical theorists,
Schleier creates in this book a model for understanding architecture as a purveyor of desire and class values
and, ultimately, contributes broadly to thinking on the rich intersection of the built environment, cinema, and
gender.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture
and Gender in American Film is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bonita Crist:

The guide with title Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Erin Weiss:

The book untitled Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Shirley Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture
and Gender in American Film which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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