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The image of the movie-obsessed gay man is a widely circulating and readily recognizable element of the
contemporary cultural landscape. Using psychoanalytic theory as his guide while inflecting it with insights
from both film theory and queer theory, Brett Farmer moves beyond this cliché to develop an innovative
exploration of gay spectatorship. The result, Spectacular Passions, reveals how cinema has been engaged by
gay men as a vital forum for “fantasmatic performance”—in this case, the production of specifically queer
identities, practices, and pleasures.
Building on the psychoanalytic concept of the fantasmatic, Farmer works to depathologize gay male
subjectivity. While discussing such films as Kiss of the Spider Woman, The Pirate, Suddenly Last Summer,
and Sunset Boulevard, and stars ranging from Mae West to Montgomery Clift, Farmer argues that the
particularities of gay men’s social and psychic positionings motivate unique receptions of and investments in
film. The Hollywood musical, gay camp readings of the extravagant female star, and the explicit
homoeroticism of the cinematic male body in gay fanzines are further proof, says Farmer, of how the shifting
libidinal profiles of homosexual desire interact with the fantasy scenarios of Hollywood film to produce a
range of variable queer meanings.
This fascinating and provocative study makes a significant new contribution to discussions of cinema,
spectatorship, and sexuality. As such, it will be welcomed by those in the fields of film theory, queer theory,
and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy,
Gay Male Spectatorships will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suited book with you?

Verna Smith:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male
Spectatorships to read.

James Ronquillo:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer connected with Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay
Male Spectatorships is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kathe Waller:

The book Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this book.
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