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Tower and Slab looks at the contradictory history of the modernist mass housing block - home to millions of
city dwellers around the world. Few urban forms have roused as much controversy. While in the United
States decades-long criticism caused the demolition of most mass housing projects for the poor, in the
booming metropolises of Shanghai and Mumbai remarkably similar developments are being built for
the wealthy middle class. While on the surface the modernist apartment block appears universal, it is in
fact diverse in its significance and connotations as its many different cultural contexts.?

Florian Urban studies the history of mass housing in seven narratives: Chicago, Paris, Berlin, Brasilia,
Mumbai, Moscow, and Shanghai. Investigating the complex interactions between city planning and social
history, Tower and Slab shows how the modernist vision to house the masses in serial blocks succeeded in
certain contexts and failed in others. Success and failure, in this respect, refers not only to the original goals
– to solve the housing crisis and provide modern standards for the entire society – but equally to changing
significance of the housing blocks within the respective societies and their perception by architects,
politicians, and inhabitants.

These differences show that design is not to blame for mass housing’s mixed record of success. The
comparison of the apparently similar projects suggests that triumph or disaster does not depend on a single
variable but rather on a complex formula that includes not only form, but also social composition, location
within the city, effective maintenance, and a variety of cultural, social, and political factors.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Tower and Slab:
Histories of Global Mass Housing is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marcos Gorman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Tower
and Slab: Histories of Global Mass Housing will give you a new experience in examining a book.

John Ferguson:

You can get this Tower and Slab: Histories of Global Mass Housing by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.

Vincent Cartagena:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching
from it. It is named of book Tower and Slab: Histories of Global Mass Housing. Contain your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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