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An Accidental Utopia? investigates a more egalitarian past at a time when New Zealand ranks fourth in the
developed world for social inequality. It is our first systematic analysis of urban social structure, focusing on
three major forms of mobility—marital, work life, and intergenerational. This enables it to identify the
distinctive forms taken by the capitalist class structure in urban New Zealand during a formative historical
period, 1890–1940. By placing the analysis deep within a particular community—one of the two most
densely settled urban areas at the time—the book also demonstrates how colonists and their children made
class less central to social organization than it had been in Britain and also how people created a class-based
politics to protect and advance equality. The intimate account of political change across the period reinstates
the importance of contextual analysis, showing the need to analyze the social and political together in order
to explain Liberal decline and the rise of Labour. In a comparative discussion, the authors demonstrate the
importance of size and scale not only to this topic but to sociology and history in general, as these helped to
make southern Dunedin critical in creating New Zealand as one of the world's most egalitarian societies.
While class is their central focus, the authors also show how religious and ethnic divisions were rendered
more marginal than in urban Britain or the US. The final chapter asks to what extent the remarkably fluid
social patterns identified resulted from deliberate choices made by the first settlers and their descendants. By
interweaving class and culture, structure and agency, the authors provide new insights into the making of
modern New Zealand.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Coggins:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called An
Accidental Utopia?: Social Mobility and the Foundations of an Eglitarian Society, 1880–1940? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Adam Allen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book An Accidental Utopia?: Social Mobility and the
Foundations of an Eglitarian Society, 1880–1940 was making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication An Accidental
Utopia?: Social Mobility and the Foundations of an Eglitarian Society, 1880–1940 is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book An Accidental Utopia?: Social Mobility
and the Foundations of an Eglitarian Society, 1880–1940. You never really feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

William Johnson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. An Accidental Utopia?: Social Mobility and the Foundations of an Eglitarian
Society, 1880–1940 can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.

Ricardo Hempel:

You can find this An Accidental Utopia?: Social Mobility and the Foundations of an Eglitarian Society,
1880–1940 by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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