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From Cutie Honey and Sailor Moon to Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind, the worlds of Japanese anime and
manga teem with prepubescent girls toting deadly weapons. Sometimes overtly sexual, always intensely
cute, the beautiful fighting girl has been both hailed as a feminist icon and condemned as a symptom of the
objectification of young women in Japanese society.

In Beautiful Fighting Girl, Saito Tamaki offers a far more sophisticated and convincing interpretation of this
alluring and capable figure. For Saito, the beautiful fighting girl is a complex sexual fantasy that
paradoxically lends reality to the fictional spaces she inhabits. As an object of desire for male otaku
(obsessive fans of anime and manga), she saturates these worlds with meaning even as her fictional status
demands her ceaseless proliferation and reproduction. Rejecting simplistic moralizing, Saito understands the
otaku’s ability to eroticize and even fall in love with the beautiful fighting girl not as a sign of immaturity or
maladaptation but as a result of a heightened sensitivity to the multiple layers of mediation and fictional
context that constitute life in our hypermediated world—a logical outcome of the media they consume.

Featuring extensive interviews with Japanese and American otaku, a comprehensive genealogy of the
beautiful fighting girl, and an analysis of the American outsider artist Henry Darger, whose baroque
imagination Saito sees as an important antecedent of otaku culture, Beautiful Fighting Girl was hugely
influential when first published in Japan, and it remains a key text in the study of manga, anime, and otaku
culture. Now available in English for the first time, this book will spark new debates about the role played by
desire in the production and consumption of popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually Beautiful Fighting Girl.

Frank Jorge:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Beautiful Fighting Girl is simple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Charlotte Bernstein:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Beautiful Fighting Girl can give you a lot of
close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Beautiful Fighting Girl.

Cynthia Harvell:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book Beautiful Fighting Girl we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Beautiful Fighting Girl. You can more
appealing than now.
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