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In this riveting and timely work, John P. Lizza presents the first comprehensive analysis of personhood and
humanity in the context of defining death. Rejecting the common assumption that human or personal death is
simply a biological phenomenon for biologists or physicians to define, Lizza argues that the definition of
death is also a matter for metaphysical reflection, moral choice, and cultural acceptance.

Lizza maintains that defining death remains problematic because basic ontological, ethical, and cultural
issues have never been adequately addressed. Advances in life-sustaining technology and organ
transplantation have led to revision of the legal definition of death. It is generally accepted that death occurs
when all functions of the brain have ceased. However, legal and clinical cases involving postmortem
pregnancy, individuals in permanent vegetative state, those with anencephaly, and those with severe
dementia challenge the neurological criteria. Is "brain death" really death? Should the neurological criteria be
expanded to include individuals in permanent vegetative state, with anencephaly, and those with severe
dementia? What metaphysical, ethical, and cultural considerations are relevant to answering such questions?

Although Lizza accepts a pluralistic approach to the legal definition of death, he proposes a nonreductive,
substantive view in which persons are understood as "constituted by" human organisms. This view, he
argues, provides the best account of human nature as biological, moral, and cultural and supports a
consciousness-related formulation of death. Through an analysis of legal and clinical cases and a discussion
of alternative concepts of personhood, Lizza casts greater light on the underlying themes of a complex
debate.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death.

Willie Isaac:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Persons, Humanity, and
the Definition of Death is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bernice Martinez:

This Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death usually are reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The main reason of this Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gail Delamora:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give
you a lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.
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