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In this witty, erudite, and thoroughly researched book, art historian John Moffitt discusses the popular
iconography depicting alleged extraterrestrial (ET) visitors and the widespread appeal of this New Age craze
as a mass cultural phenomenon. A thorough skeptic, Moffitt is interested in kitschy ET portraiture, not as
evidence of aliens among us, but for what this imagery reveals about contemporary culture. By brilliantly
placing the present cultural moment in historical context, he demonstrates how typical portrayals of aliens
reflect long-running (even ancient) cultural motifs.

Whether we realize it or not, among ET's precursors are the ecstatic maenads of ancient Greek art, early
depictions of Christ in Byzantine icons, the religious visions shown in 15th-century Spanish paintings, and
the popular images of witches and incubi from the 18th and 19th centuries. Today, in our postmodern space
age, these timeless figures of imagination and art have taken on the otherworldly trappings of alien creatures.
By the same token, centuries-old beliefs, whether in nature gods and goddesses, demons, witches, Satan, or
saints, have evolved into the current New Age mythology that often surrounds the stories and pictures
connected with aliens. Fueled by a huge entertainment industry, mass media, and the relentless profit drive of
capitalism, alien imagery has become ubiquitous, and in the process the line between fantasy and reality ever
harder to discern.

This sweeping and above all entertaining perusal of popular culture presents a sophisticated yet very
accessible and often funny dissection of our current obsession with the possibility that "we are not alone."
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From reader reviews:

Vanessa McGinty:

This book untitled Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Ida Vanwormer:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass
Culture. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in
Modern Mass Culture as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jewell Brundage:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in
Modern Mass Culture to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern
Mass Culture can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
these time.
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