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Is it ever acceptable to lie? This question plays a surprisingly important role in the story of Europe’s
transition from medieval to modern society. According to many historians, Europe became modern when
Europeans began to lie—that is, when they began to argue that it is sometimes acceptable to lie. This popular
account offers a clear trajectory of historical progression from a medieval world of faith, in which every lie is
sinful, to a more worldly early modern society in which lying becomes a permissible strategy for self-defense
and self-advancement. Unfortunately, this story is wrong.

For medieval and early modern Christians, the problem of the lie was the problem of human existence itself.
To ask "Is it ever acceptable to lie?" was to ask how we, as sinners, should live in a fallen world. As it turns
out, the answer to that question depended on who did the asking. The Devil Wins uncovers the complicated
history of lying from the early days of the Catholic Church to the Enlightenment, revealing the diversity of
attitudes about lying by considering the question from the perspectives of five representative voices—the
Devil, God, theologians, courtiers, and women. Examining works by Augustine, Bonaventure, Martin
Luther, Madeleine de Scudéry, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and a host of others, Dallas G. Denery II shows how
the lie, long thought to be the source of worldly corruption, eventually became the very basis of social
cohesion and peace.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Devil Wins: A History of
Lying from the Garden of Eden to the Enlightenment is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Elizabeth Hager:

This The Devil Wins: A History of Lying from the Garden of Eden to the Enlightenment tend to be reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Devil Wins: A History
of Lying from the Garden of Eden to the Enlightenment can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Devil Wins: A
History of Lying from the Garden of Eden to the Enlightenment forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lucille Roller:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Devil Wins: A History of Lying from
the Garden of Eden to the Enlightenment is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Michelle Fulk:

Beside this particular The Devil Wins: A History of Lying from the Garden of Eden to the Enlightenment in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Devil Wins: A History of Lying from the Garden of Eden to
the Enlightenment because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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