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Many scholars today believe that early Greek literature, as represented by the great poems of Homer and
Hesiod, was to some extent inspired by texts from the neighbouring civilizations of the ancient Near East,
especially Mesopotamia. It is true that, in the case of religious poetry, early Greek poets sang about their
gods in ways that resemble those of Sumerian or Akkadian hymns from Mesopotamia, but does this mean
that the latter influenced the former, and if so,
how? This volume is the first to attempt an answer to these questions by undertaking a detailed study of the
ancient texts in their original languages, from Sumerian poetry in the 20th century BC to Greek sources from
the times of Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, and Aeschylus.

The Gods Rich in Praise presents the core groups of sources from the ancient Near East, describing the main
features of style and content of Sumerian and Akkadian religious poetry, and showing how certain
compositions were translated and adapted beyond Mesopotamia. It proceeds by comparing selected elements
of form and content: hymnic openings, negative predication, the birth of Aphrodite in the Theogony of
Hesiod, and the origins and development of a phrase in Hittite prayers
and the Iliad of Homer. The volume concludes that, in terms of form and style, early Greek religious poetry
was probably not indebted to ancient Near Eastern models, but also argues that such influence may
nevertheless be perceived in certain closely defined instances, particularly where supplementary evidence
from
other ancient sources is available, and where the extant sources permit a reconstruction of the process of
translation and adaptation.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

The feeling that you get from The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry
(Oxford Classical Monographs) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words
the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Gods Rich
in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek
and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) instantly.

Frank Dawson:

The particular book The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford
Classical Monographs) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The
book The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical
Monographs) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Jenifer Bell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for your requirements is The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian
Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Willis Harrington:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and
Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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