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A Washington Post Best of 2012 pick

Three generations of a family living under one roof reflect the dramatic transformations of an entire
society in this memoir of life in 20th century China

When Wenguang Huang was nine years old, his grandmother became obsessed with her own death. Fearing
cremation, she extracted from her family the promise to bury her after she died. This was in Xi’an, a city in
central China, in the 1970s, when a national ban on all traditional Chinese practices, including burials, was
strictly enforced. But Huang’s grandmother was persistent, and two years later, his father built her a coffin.
He also appointed his older son, Wenguang, as coffin keeper, a distinction that meant, among other things,
sleeping next to the coffin at night.

Over the next fifteen years, the whole family was consumed with planning Grandma’s burial, a regular
source of friction and contention, with the constant risk of being caught by the authorities. Many years after
her death, the family’s memories of her coffin still loom large. Huang, now living and working in America,
has come to realize how much the concern over the coffin has affected his upbringing and shaped the lives of
everyone in the family. Lyrical and poignant, funny and heartrending, The Little Red Guard is the powerful
tale of an ordinary family finding their way through turbulence and transition.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Little Red Guard: A Family Memoir to
read.

Helen Green:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Little Red
Guard: A Family Memoir is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Kevin Hamby:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Little Red
Guard: A Family Memoir, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Stephen Phelps:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book The Little Red Guard: A Family Memoir it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high
quality.
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