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Over the past few decades, mainline Protestant denominations in North America have been experiencing a
significant decline in membership, active participation, and financial contributions. In the midst of this
decline, these denominations have been caught up in a variety of controversial religious, ecclesiastical, and
social issues?a shift from neo-orthodox to liberal theology, the advent of inclusive liturgical and biblical
language, denominational support for often controversial social issues, and heated debates around human
sexuality, particularly the place of homosexuals in the church. To address these issues and concerns, and to
recapture the traditionalism many feel their churches have abandoned, the remnant faithful, those who
choose to stay in their churches, have formed a number of reform and renewal movements. Cowan examines
these emergent social movements, providing anecdotal and lively examples of their activities, their
arguments, their identities, and their approaches to strengthening their churches.

Rather than leave denominations which they regard as increasingly hostile to theological and ecclesiastical
traditionalism, many mainline Protestants have chosen to stay and fight for their churches, forming reform
and renewal movements intended to address hot-button issues in the way their churches function and
practice. These conservative reform movements, however, are often vilified by their more liberal co-
religionists, and not infrequently regarded as theologically immature, doctrinally stagnant, and
ecclesiastically belligerent. The Remnant Spirit demonstrates that these are simplistic and reductivist
analyses that only serve to avoid the very issues around which reform movements emerge and evolve. The
author provides an in-depth examination of four major North American denominations, and the various
conservative reform and renewal movements taking place in each, while acknowledging that every mainline
Protestant Church in the U.S. and Canada is contending with similar issues and addressing them in similar
fashions. Here, the voices of the remnant faithful, those that contribute to denominational discussions as they
are experienced by ordinary church members and leaders alike, are presented and discussed in a thoughtful
and lively manner.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Remnant Spirit: Conservative Reform in Mainline
Protestantism seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Remnant Spirit: Conservative Reform in
Mainline Protestantism is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Remnant Spirit: Conservative Reform in Mainline Protestantism. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

John Sanchez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Remnant Spirit: Conservative Reform in Mainline
Protestantism can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kevin Burkes:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Remnant Spirit: Conservative Reform
in Mainline Protestantism can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Lindsay Washington:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Remnant Spirit: Conservative Reform in Mainline
Protestantism was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Remnant
Spirit: Conservative Reform in Mainline Protestantism has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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