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In The South's Tolerable Alien, Andrew S. Moore probes the role of Catholics in the post–World War II
South and argues persuasively that, until the 1960s, religion rivaled race as a boundary separating residents
of the Bible Belt. Delving deep into underutilized diocesan archives, he explores the ways in which southern
Catholics worked to be both good Catholics and good southerners in a region largely defined by Protestant
denominations, and explains how the burgeoning civil rights movement ultimately breached these religious
barriers.

With religious intolerance integral to southern Protestant identity, anti-Catholicism persisted longer in the
South than in any other part of the country. Yet despite the prejudices against them, southern Catholics
refused to shrink from public view, creating a separate subculture to sustain their religious identity as they
marked out public sacred space from which they could engage their critics. Moore describes in detail the
Catholics' civic displays and public rituals—including the diocese of Mobile-Birmingham's annual Christ the
King celebrations, which featured downtown parades of over 25,000 people. More than mere assertions of
their presence, these pageants provided Catholics with opportunities to craft a secular identity within the
American mainstream.

As Moore maintains, the rise of the civil rights movement slowly diminished religious tension among white
southerners as violent confrontations in Selma and Birmingham forced Catholics, as well as others, to take a
stand. Once the civil rights movement was in full swing, either support for or opposition to racial
desegregation became paramount and contributed to social and political realignments along racial lines
instead of religious ones. Comparing the responses to the struggle to end Jim Crow among dioceses, Moore
finds that, among Catholics, there was no simple liberal/conservative dichotomy. Instead, he argues that, in
the South, the civil rights movement was more important than the Second Vatican Council in reshaping the
social and political stances of the Catholic Church.

By describing the relationship between Catholics and Protestants in the South from a Catholic perspective,
Moore demonstrates that, despite the persistence of anti-Catholicism throughout this period, white
Protestants were gradually coming to terms with the modern South's religious pluralism. With The South's
Tolerable Alien, Moore offers the first serious analysis of southern Catholicism outside of Louisiana and
makes an enormous contribution to the study of southern religion.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Swann:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in
Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important a new book The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and
Georgia, 1945-1970. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lisa Robinson:

Here thing why this The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman
Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The South's Tolerable Alien:
Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The South's Tolerable
Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 in e-book can be your choice.

Beatrice Blakely:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in
Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 as the daily resource information.

Jerri Jackson:

Why? Because this The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey



the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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