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In 1391 many of the Jews of Spain were forced to convert to Christianity, creating a new group whose
members would be continually seeking a niche for themselves in society. The question of identity was to
play a central role in the lives of these and later converts whether of Spanish or Portuguese heritage, for they
could not return to Judaism as long as they remained on the Peninsula, and their place in the Christian world
would never be secure. This book considers the history of the Iberian conversos-both those who remained in
Spain and Portugal and those who emigrated. Wherever they resided the question of identity was
inescapable. The exile who chose France or England, where Jews could not legally reside, was faced with
different considerations and options than the converso who chose Holland, a newly formed Protestant
country where Jews had not previously resided. Choosing Italy entailed a completely different set of options
and dilemmas. Renée Levine Melammed compares and contrasts the lives of the New Christians of the
Iberian Peninsula with those of these countries and the development of their identity and sense of ethnic
solidarity with "those of the Nation." Exploring the knotty problem of identity she examines a great variety
of individual choices and behaviors. Some conversos tried to be sincere Catholics and were not allowed to do
so. Others tried but failed either theologically or culturally. While many eventually opted to form Jewish
communities outside the Peninsula, others were unable to make a total commitment to Judaism and became
"cultural commuters" who could and did move back and forth between two worlds whereas others had
"fuzzy" or attenuated Jewish identities. In addition, the encounter with modernity by the descendants of
conversos is examined in three communities, Majorca, Belmonte (Portugal) and the Southwestern United
States, revealing that even today the question of identity is still a pressing issue. Offering the only broad
historical survey of this fascinating and complex group of migrants, this book will appeal to a wide range of
academic and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

The book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book
A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like start and read a e-book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical
Perspective. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Christine Hughes:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the publication untitled A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective
can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Amos Curley:

Often the book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Steven Green:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective can make you
experience more interested to read.
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