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Convention has it that Irish immigrants in the nineteenth century confined themselves mainly to industrial
cities of the East and Midwest. The truth is that Irish Catholics went everywhere in America and often had as
much of a presence in the West as in the East. In Beyond the American Pale, David M. Emmons examines
this multifaceted experience of westering Irish and, in doing so, offers a fresh and discerning account of
America's westward expansion.

"Irish in the West" is not a historical contradiction, but it is — and was — a historical problem. Irish
Catholics were not supposed to be in the West—that was where Protestant Americans went to reinvent
themselves. For many of the same reasons that the spread of southern slavery was thought to profane the
West, a Catholic presence there was thought to contradict it — to contradict America's Protestant
individualism and freedom. The Catholic Irish were condemned as the clannish, backward remnants of an
old cultural world that Americans self-consciously sought to leave behind. The sons and daughters of Erin
were not assimilated, and because they were not assimilable, they should be kept beyond the American pale.

As Emmons amply demonstrates, however, western reality was far more complicated. Irish Catholicism may
have outraged Protestant-inspired American republicanism, but Irish Catholics were a necessary component
of America's equally Protestant-inspired foray into industrial capitalism. They were also necessary to the
successive conquests of the "frontier," wherever it might be found. It was the Irish who helped build the
railroads, dig the hard rocks, man the army posts, and do the other arduous, dangerous, and unattractive
toiling required by an industrializing society.

With vigor and panache, Emmons describes how the West was not so much won as continually contested
and reshaped. He probes the self-fulfilling mythology of the American West, along with the far different
mythology of the Irish pioneers. The product of three decades of research and thought, Beyond the American
Pale is a masterful yet accessible recasting of American history, the culminating work of a singular thinker
willing to take a wholly new perspective on the past.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Hutchison:

This Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West, 1845-1910 usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the
West, 1845-1910 can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West, 1845-1910 forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sherman Etheridge:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West,
1845-1910 can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Debra Unger:

The reason why? Because this Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West, 1845-1910 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jenna Quintana:

Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West, 1845-1910 can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West, 1845-1910 however doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of



it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.
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