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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, University of
Paderborn, course: 19th century sensation novels, 18 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract:
In the context of the Hauptseminar “19th century sensation novels” we looked – among other texts – at two
different sensation novels, one of them being Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s “Lady Audley’s Secret”, a sensation
novel published in 1862. The sensation novel is a phenomenon originating in the 1860s and was mostly
written for a great public. The aim was to evoke an intense as well as rather shocking response and strong
feelings by dealing with subjects like mystery inside the domestic sphere. The sensation novel also went
against common standards and taboos concerning class boundaries and the gender roles with actually no
moral or didactic purpose.
This term paper does not only deal with the novel “Lady Audley’s Secret” as a sensation novel but examines
it - together with Braddon’s other novel “Aurora Floyd” - in the context of Victorian Femininity. Firstly, I
will give a short overview of the historical background of the so-called “Victorian Era” and a more detailed
view of “Victorian Femininity”. Since the focus of this term paper is on femininity and the role of women, I
will not go further into economics and expansion during the “Victorian Era”, but portray political events
which were important for women at that time. This is followed by a description of the role of 19th century
women in the domestic and public sphere, as well as an insight into education and work. Subsequently, the
development of this gender role throughout this time is brought up in relation to an essay by Eliza Lynn
Linton called “The Girl of the Period”.
Secondly, a short overview over Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s life and work is presented and reflected for it is
rather uncommon for the Victorian Era in which she lived. Afterwards the plots of the two novels “Lady
Audley’s Secret” and “Aurora Floyd” are presented and analysed in regard to traditional features of the
detective novel and the idea of mystery in the novel. The summary of the two novels also serves as a
background for further examination of the main protagonists, which, on the one hand, takes place later on in
chapter 4.2 and 5.2 and, on the other hand, in chapter 6 where the characters will be compared and reflected
in the context of Victorian Femininity. The term paper is concluded by a summary and a bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Mills:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Mary Elizabeth Braddon's "Lady Audley's
Secret" and "Aurora Floyd" in the Context of Victorian Femininity will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suitable book with you?

Lois Araiza:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
Mary Elizabeth Braddon's "Lady Audley's Secret" and "Aurora Floyd" in the Context of Victorian
Femininity is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Larry Valadez:

This Mary Elizabeth Braddon's "Lady Audley's Secret" and "Aurora Floyd" in the Context of Victorian
Femininity are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Mary Elizabeth Braddon's "Lady Audley's Secret" and "Aurora Floyd" in the Context of
Victorian Femininity can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Mary Elizabeth Braddon's "Lady Audley's Secret" and "Aurora Floyd" in the
Context of Victorian Femininity forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Garry Brown:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is Mary Elizabeth Braddon's "Lady Audley's Secret" and "Aurora Floyd" in the
Context of Victorian Femininity. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in



turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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