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In Medieval Identity Machines, Jeffrey J. Cohen examines the messiness, permeability, and perversity of
medieval bodies, arguing that human identity always exceeds the limits of the flesh. Combining critical
theory with a rigorous reading of medieval texts, Cohen asks if the category "human" isn't too small to
contain the multiplicity of identities. As such, this book is the first to argue for a "posthuman" Middle Ages
and to make extensive use of the philosophical writings of Gilles Deleuze to rethink the medieval.

Among the topics that Cohen covers are the passionate bond between men and horses in chivalric training;
the interrelation of demons, celibacy, and colonialism in an Anglo-Saxon saint's life; Lancelot's masochism
as envisioned by Chrétien de Troyes; the voice of thunder echoing from Margery Kempe; and the fantasies
that sustained some dominant conceptions of race.

This tour of identity-in all its fragility and diffusion-illustrates the centrality of the Middle Ages to theory as
it enhances our understanding of self, embodiment, and temporality in the medieval world.

Jeffrey J. Cohen is associate professor of English and human sciences at George Washington University. He
is the author of Of Giants: Sex, Monsters, and the Middle Ages (Minnesota, 1999).
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Medieval Identity Machines (Medieval
Cultures) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

James Gabriel:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Medieval
Identity Machines (Medieval Cultures).

Christina McMullen:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Medieval Identity Machines (Medieval Cultures) can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Betty Patton:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Medieval Identity Machines (Medieval Cultures) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book offers high quality.
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