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Situates Lacan’s theory of the subject within contemporary philosophical debates over freedom and agency.

In Signifiers and Acts, Ed Pluth examines Lacan’s views on language and sexuality to argue that Lacan’s
theory of the subject is best read as a theory of freedom and agency—a theory that is especially compelling
precisely because of its structuralist and seemingly antihumanist framework. Presenting new aspects of
Lacan’s work and commenting extensively on the important yet unpublished seminars that still make up the
majority of his contribution to contemporary thought, the book aims to make a Lacanian intervention into
contemporary theory. In addition to Saussure, Sartre, Derrida, Lacoue-Labarthe, and Nancy, Pluth discusses
works in political theory and identity theory by Alain Badiou, Judith Butler, and Slavoj Zðizûek.

“Pluth reviews Lacan’s definitions of the trace, the sign, and the signifier, and provides formulations of
metaphor and metonymy that nicely underscore the gap between signifier and signified.” — Philosophy in
Review

“This highly original volume will leave an indelible mark on the rapidly developing field of Lacanian
studies. Pluth has an excellent knowledge of both published and unpublished Lacanian sources, and he
manages to integrate Lacanian theory and current philosophical thinking without sacrificing discursive
clarity and scholarly rigor. Apart from demonstrating the ongoing relevance of Lacan’s work for a wide
variety of topical debates, Pluth also succeeds in showing how influential philosophical paradigms such as
those formulated by Deleuze, Badiou, Nancy, and Zðizûek cannot be understood without reference to
Lacan.” — Dany Nobus, author of Jacques Lacan and the Freudian Practice of Psychoanalysis

Ed Pluth is Associate Professor of Philosophy at California State University, Chico.
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From reader reviews:

Adele Yeager:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The
Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Johnny Relyea:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's
Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject
(SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ester Beckles:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature) will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Vincent Mickens:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy,



Psychoanalysis, Literature). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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