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The world's first known empires took shape in Mesopotamia between the eastern shores of the
Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf, beginning around 2350 BCE. The next 2,500 years witnessed
sustained imperial growth, bringing a growing share of humanity under the control of ever-fewer states. Two
thousand years ago, just four major powers--the Roman, Parthian, Kushan, and Han empires--ruled perhaps
two-thirds of the earth's entire population. Yet despite empires' prominence in the early history of
civilization, there have been surprisingly few attempts to study the dynamics of ancient empires in the
western Old World comparatively. Such grand comparisons were popular in the eighteenth century, but
scholars then had only Greek and Latin literature and the Hebrew Bible as evidence, and necessarily framed
the problem in different, more limited, terms. Near Eastern texts, and knowledge of their languages, only
appeared in large amounts in the later nineteenth century. Neither Karl Marx nor Max Weber could make
much use of this material, and not until the 1920s were there enough archaeological data to make syntheses
of early European and west Asian history possible. But one consequence of the increase in empirical
knowledge was that twentieth-century scholars generally defined the disciplinary and geographical
boundaries of their specialties more narrowly than their Enlightenment predecessors had done, shying away
from large questions and cross-cultural comparisons. As a result, Greek and Roman empires have largely
been studied in isolation from those of the Near East. This volume is designed to address these deficits and
encourage dialogue across disciplinary boundaries by examining the fundamental features of the successive
and partly overlapping imperial states that dominated much of the Near East and the Mediterranean in the
first millennia BCE and CE.

A substantial introductory discussion of recent thought on the mechanisms of imperial state formation
prefaces the five newly commissioned case studies of the Neo-Assyrian, Achaemenid Persian, Athenian,
Roman, and Byzantine empires. A final chapter draws on the findings of evolutionary psychology to improve
our understanding of ultimate causation in imperial predation and exploitation in a wide range of historical
systems from all over the globe. Contributors include John Haldon, Jack Goldstone, Peter Bedford, Josef
Wieseh?fer, Ian Morris, Walter Scheidel, and Keith Hopkins, whose essay on Roman political economy was
completed just before his death in 2004.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Dynamics of Ancient
Empires: State Power from Assyria to Byzantium (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) book because book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Shirley Demers:

You can find this The Dynamics of Ancient Empires: State Power from Assyria to Byzantium (Oxford
Studies in Early Empires) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Peter Zimmerman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Dynamics of Ancient Empires: State
Power from Assyria to Byzantium (Oxford Studies in Early Empires).

Carol Hamilton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Dynamics of Ancient Empires: State Power from Assyria to Byzantium (Oxford Studies in Early
Empires) when you necessary it?
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