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In Webster v. Reproductive Health Services, a critical abortion rights case, a bitterly divided Supreme Court
produced no less than six different opinions. Writing for the plurality, Chief Justice Rehnquist attacked the
trimester framework established in Roe v. Wade because it was "not found in the text of the Constitution or
in any place else one would expect to find a constitutional principle." This approach, writes legal authority
Joseph Goldstein, confuses constitutional principles (in this case, the right to privacy) with the means to
protect them (here, the trimester system). As a result, the Court left the public bewildered about the
constitutional scope of a woman's right to reproductive choice--failing in its duty to speak clearly to the
American public about the Constitution.
In The Intelligible Constitution, Goldstein makes a compelling argument that, in a democracy based upon
informed consent, the Supreme Court has an obligation to communicate clearly and candidly to We the
People when it interprets the Constitution. After a fascinating discussion of the language of the Constitution
and Supreme Court opinions (including the analysis of Webster), he presents a series of opinion studies in
important cases, focusing not on ideology but on the Justices' clarity of thought and expression. Using the
two Brown v. Board of Education cases, Cooper v. Aaron, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke,
and others as his examples, Goldstein demonstrates the pitfalls to which the Court has succumbed in the past:
Writing deliberately ambiguous decisions to win the votes of colleagues, challenging each others' opinions in
private but not in public, and not speaking honestly when the writer knows a concurring Justice
misunderstands the opinion which he or she is supporting. Even some landmark decisions, he writes, have
featured seriously flawed opinions--preventing We the People from understanding why the Justices reasoned
as they did, and why they disagreed with each other. He goes on to suggest five "canons of
comprehensibility" for Supreme Court opinions, to ensure that the Justices explain themselves clearly,
honestly, and unambiguously, so that all the various opinions in each case would constitute a comprehensible
message about their accord and discord in interpreting the Constitution.
Both a fascinating look at how the Court shapes its opinions and a clarion call to action, this book provides
an important addition to our understanding of how to maintain the Constitution as a living document, by and
for the People, in its third century.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Spangler:

Here thing why this The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain the
Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain the Constitution as
Something We the People Can Understand giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme
Court's Obligation to Maintain the Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain the Constitution as
Something We the People Can Understand in e-book can be your alternate.

Robert Frith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain
the Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.

William Evans:

The book untitled The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain the
Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the
new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Michael Madden:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain the
Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand can make you experience more interested to read.
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