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Marriage is at the center of one of today's fiercest political debates. Activists argue about how to define it,
judges and legislators decide who should benefit from it, and scholars consider how the state should protect
those who are denied it. Few, however, ask whether the state should have anything to do with marriage in the
first place. In Untying the Knot, Tamara Metz addresses this crucial question, making a powerful argument
that marriage, like religion, should be separated from the state. Rather than defining or conferring marriage,
or relying on it to achieve legitimate public welfare goals, the state should create a narrow legal status that
supports all intimate caregiving unions. Marriage itself should be bestowed by those best suited to give it the
necessary ethical authority--religious groups and other kinds of communities. Divorcing the state from
marriage is dictated by nothing less than basic commitments to freedom and equality.

Tracing confusions about marriage to tensions at the heart of liberalism, Untying the Knot clarifies today's
debates about marriage by identifying and explaining assumptions hidden in widely held positions and
common practices. It shows that, as long as marriage and the state are linked, marriage will be a threat to
liberalism and the state will be a threat to marriage. An important and timely rethinking of the relationship
between marriage and the state, Untying the Knot will interest political theorists, legal scholars,
policymakers, sociologists, and anyone else who cares about the fate of marriage or liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State,
and the Case for Their Divorce. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Joan McCorkle:

The event that you get from Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce will be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the
Case for Their Divorce giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce instantly.

Brian Crowe:

This book untitled Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Steven Young:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce when you
necessary it?
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