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This book examines the politics behind, and the socio-economic and ecological repercussions of, the making
of a new township, variously called New Town, Megacity or Jyoti Basu Nagar, in Rajarhat near Kolkata.
Conceived by the West Bengal state government in the mid-1990s, in pandering to the vision of urban
planners of creating a hi-tech town beyond an unruly, crowded Kolkata, and feeding the hunger of realtors
and developers, the city is built on the foundations of coercive, even violent, land acquisition, state largesse
and corruption — and at the cost of erasing a self-sufficient subsistence economy and despoiling a fragile
environment. Yet, after its completion and departure of construction labour, the new town appears as a
necropolis, a ghost city, that belies its promised image of an urban utopia, even as the displaced locals lead a
precarious, mobile existence as ‘transit labour’, engaged in odd and informal jobs.??

Written on the basis of intensive fieldwork, government documents, court records, and chronicles of public
protests, this book broadly analyses the politics and economics of urbanisation in the age of post-colonial
capitalism, particularly the paradoxical combination of neoliberal and primitive modes of capital
accumulation upon which the global emergence of ‘new towns’ is based.

Departing from the dominant styles of urban studies that focus on cultural or spatial analysis of cities, the
authors show the links between changes in space, technology, political economy, class composition, and
forms of urban politics which give concrete shape to a city. It will immensely interest those in sociology,
political science, economics, development studies, urban studies, policy and governance studies, and history.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

The book Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the Dystopia of Urban Imagination (Cities and the Urban
Imperative) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the Dystopia of
Urban Imagination (Cities and the Urban Imperative)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the Dystopia of Urban Imagination (Cities and the
Urban Imperative) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lula Barnes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the Dystopia of Urban
Imagination (Cities and the Urban Imperative) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Frances Coffey:

This Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the Dystopia of Urban Imagination (Cities and the Urban Imperative) is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the Dystopia of Urban Imagination
(Cities and the Urban Imperative) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Josephine Draughn:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Beyond Kolkata: Rajarhat and the
Dystopia of Urban Imagination (Cities and the Urban Imperative) is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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