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Question: What does Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye (1951) have in common with Goethe's The Sorrows
of Young Werther (1774)? Answer: Actually a great deal. They are classics of cult fiction and share many
attributes. Cult fiction is a reader-created genre. A cult book can appear within any type of literary genre--for
instance, romance, mystery, science fiction--but will achieve cult status only on the basis of reader response.
It has qualities that speak to a reader, who may feel that it has been written for him or her alone; yet this very
personal appeal is widespread, and such a book may grow in popularity almost as an underground
movement, inspiring a generation of readers and sometimes enduring as a mainstream classic. Though
amazingly diverse, such books also have astonishing commonalities pervasive enough to qualify them as
comprising a genre.

Classic Cult Fiction is a history, analysis, and reference guide to books that have become bibles to
generations of Europeans and Americans over the past two hundred years. Though canon formation is an
awesome prospect, sure to lead to challenges by scholars and readers alike, author Thomas Whissen
fearlessly identifies the top fifty classic cult books, first presenting an informed and witty interpretation of
the phenomenon and its characteristics with examples from different cultures and periods. Cult fiction is
shown to be a product of the Romantic movement and a reflection of the persistent romantic temperament in
Western civilization. The work offers insights into the mentality of the Golden Age of Cult Fiction, the
1960s, by analyzing the cult books that both influenced the age and were influenced by it. The fifty
individual works are each discussed relative to time and place, impact, and audience psychology and
analyzed in terms of common cult attributes. A chronological listing of cult fiction adds a number of titles
not chosen for the top fifty. An original approach to criticism, this literary companion argues the case for cult
fiction as a distinct genre and offers fifty fresh and thought provoking essays to back up the contention.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Johnston:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to
Popular Cult Literature book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Lula Day:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature can
be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Josephine Widman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Classic Cult Fiction: A
Companion to Popular Cult Literature that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion
to Popular Cult Literature become your own personal starter.

Robert Tanaka:

Beside that Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
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