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Defining Iran presents a new and revealing analysis of the way in which Iranian political discourses compete
with each other by examining them within the framework of national identity construction. By
deconstructing the intellectual roots and development of Iranian national identity, Shabnam Holliday
advocates the need to study Iran's heritage and historical experience to understand key shifts and processes in
contemporary Iranian politics. Holliday convincingly argues that competing discourses of national identity
advocated by political figures from Musaddiq to the current administration demonstrate a politics of
resistance to both internal and external forces.

With a particular emphasis on Khatami’s presidency, this study compares the meanings attached by
significant members of the Iranian political elite to concepts including Iran’s pre-Islamic heritage, Islamic
heritage, civilization, 'democracy' and the 'West'. Furthermore, discourses of Iranian national identity exist
not in isolation but rather as part of a continuous process construction and reconstruction in Iran's journey of
political development; a process manifested so vividly in the revolution of 1979 and the fallout from the
2009 presidential election.

Defining Iran simultaneously furthers our understanding of the conceptualization of national identity both
generally and specifically in the case of Iran and political dynamics which shape contemporary Iran.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Hoffman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Defining Iran: Politics of Resistance. All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mary Kidd:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
particular Defining Iran: Politics of Resistance is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Elizabeth Johannes:

Defining Iran: Politics of Resistance can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Defining Iran: Politics of
Resistance yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

Monique Hightower:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Defining Iran: Politics of Resistance we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book Defining Iran: Politics of Resistance. You can more
appealing than now.
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