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Medieval clerics believed that original sin had rendered their "fallen bodies" vulnerable to corrupting
impulses—particularly those of a sexual nature. They feared that their corporeal frailty left them susceptible
to demonic forces bent on penetrating and polluting their bodies and souls.

Drawing on a variety of canonical and other sources, Fallen Bodies examines a wide-ranging set of issues
generated by fears of pollution, sexuality, and demonology. To maintain their purity, celibate clerics
combated the stain of nocturnal emissions; married clerics expelled their wives onto the streets and out of the
historical record; an exemplum depicting a married couple having sex in church was told and retold; and the
specter of the demonic lover further stigmatized women's sexuality. Over time, the clergy's conceptions of
womanhood became radically polarized: the Virgin Mary was accorded ever greater honor, while real,
corporeal women were progressively denigrated. When church doctrine definitively denied the physicality of
demons, the female body remained as the prime material presence of sin.

Dyan Elliott contends that the Western clergy's efforts to contain sexual instincts—and often the very
thought and image of woman—precipitated uncanny returns of the repressed. She shows how this dynamic
ultimately resulted in the progressive conflation of the female and the demonic, setting the stage for the
future persecution of witches.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

The book Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and Demonology in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages
Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading a book Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and Demonology in the
Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like start and read a reserve Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and Demonology in the Middle Ages (The
Middle Ages Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Nannie Hand:

The book untitled Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and Demonology in the Middle Ages (The Middle
Ages Series) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Fallen Bodies: Pollution,
Sexuality, and Demonology in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Robert Marques:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and
Demonology in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and Demonology in the Middle Ages
(The Middle Ages Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.

Eric Alaniz:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Fallen Bodies: Pollution, Sexuality, and Demonology in the
Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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