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Stairway to Heaven is an incredibly broad ranging new study that stretches from ancient Egypt and Babylon
to Jewish and Christian Kabbalists, Chinese Daoists, Hindu Tantra and Haitian Vodun and finally to 19th
and 20th century European occult societies, uncovering a hitherto unrecognized common myth that has been
employed the world over in roughly the same form since the earliest recorded texts. Beginning with the
oldest form of Jewish mysticism and extending this search through the dead sea scrolls, Levenda reveals a
consistent emphasis on the number seven and its association with heavenly themes, including those of a
chariot, a Throne, a Temple and a divine Being. The author then examines the myths and rituals of egypt,
sumer and Babylon to locate the origin of this myth and comes up with some surprising results in the ascent
rituals of the middle east. Shifting to the far east, Levenda demonstrates how the mystical practices of China
and India display important similarities to these rituals, most notably in the practices of the Chinese
alchemists who used a map of seven stars as their ladder to heaven.

Reinforced by visits to the Buddhist shrine of Borobudur in indonesia, Levenda concludes that there was a
myth common to peoples across the ancient world that an ascent to the heavens was possible using a ladder
of seven stars, a process running parallel to the alchemical idea of the perfection of metals and the
perfectibility of the soul.

This concept was enshrined in the rituals of the Western secret societies of the 19th and 20th centuries such
as the golden dawn and the Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor, and influenced the development of new age
occultism. exhaustive in scope and revealing in its scholarship, Stairway to Heaven casts a fascinating new
multidisciplinary perspective on the mystical practices of heavenly ascent.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish
Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation.

Robert Hyde:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish
Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Hoag:

This Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation
usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Stairway to
Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation can be one of many
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone
with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Stairway to
Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Ronald Tanaka:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation will
give you a new experience in studying a book.
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