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This book compares the beginning of symbolic thought in human infancy with that of our close primate
relatives, the chimpanzees. The author investigates the precursors of symbolism by studying the actions and
interactions of a small group of these intelligent, non-human primates who live in Singapore Zoo.

Drawing upon his years of detailed observations, Matthews offers an in-depth analysis and interpretation of
chimp behaviour to present an unprecedented account of the beginnings of symbolic thought. The book
shows that the actions the chimpanzees perform have structural and semantic similarities with the actions of
emergent expression and representation we find in human infancy. Of great importance is the finding that
chimpanzee mark-making activity is not an artefact of human interference, but part of chimpanzee culture.
Young chimpanzees seem to be introduced to acts of pretence and imagination by older and more
experienced ones and taught the rudiments of expression, representation and symbolism.

The implications for our understanding of symbolism, language, art and education are enormous, as are those
about our origins and our place within nature. The book is written in an accessible style for both specialist
and non-specialist readers, and illustrated with the author’s drawings and photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Swain:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of
Expression, Representation and Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates. Try to make the book
Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in
Human and Non-Human Primates as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Cleta Blackwell:

The reason? Because this Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation
and Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Martin Norwood:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and
Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get before. The Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and
Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Eun Christensen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can



satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be study.
Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in
Human and Non-Human Primates can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.
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