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Francis Reid’s highly enjoyable memoir Hearing the Light delves deeply into the theatricality of the
industry. The author’s almost fanatical interest in opera, his formative period as lighting designer at
Glyndebourne and his experiences as a theatre administrator, writer and teacher make for a broad and unique
background and an equally wide-ranging story of the technical side of theatre across the second half of the
twentieth century. At the core of the book is the story of the extensive post-1950 development in stage
lighting as an art form supported by new technologies.
Hearing the Light is not just the story of one man’s career; it is also packed full of stories and anecdotes
familiar to anyone having worked in theatre, and it will certainly bring more than a few knowing chuckles to
the reader. Francis Reid has an excellent archive, and the book includes many colour reproductions of
original production playbills dating back to the ’60s and ’70s as well as production photos and images of the
author at work. His story includes a sabbatical from the theatre whilst enjoying a boating break on the
Norfolk Broads, although Francis the author was still at work and wrote a piece for Practical Boat Owner on
low cost ‘waste’ pumps!
The second in ETP’s biographical series, Hearing the Light is a fine accompaniment to Fred Bentham’s Sixty
Years of Light Work. Indeed there are many similarities as both authors have shared some similar
experiences, including product development work for Strand Lighting.
This book is not a teaching tool in the way that Reid’s Stage Lighting Handbook and similar titles are,
although the reader will certainly pick up some useful tips; it is a very enjoyable adventure through the
technological advances of theatre and gives an insight into the life of a dedicated ‘theatric tourist’
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage will make you to
be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Patricia Rhee:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the book untitled Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage can be fine book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Elmer August:

Typically the book Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage has a lot of information on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Mary Curtis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is actually Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage.
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