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“John Taggart’s poetry is not like music, it is music.”—George Oppen

Is Music—a major retrospective of an American original—gathers the best poems from John Taggart’s
fourteen volumes, ranging from early objectivist experiments and jazz-influenced improvisational pieces to
longer breathtaking compositions regarded as underground masterpieces. There is a prayerful quality to
Taggart’s poetry, rooted in music—from medieval Christian traditions and soul to American punk rock. He
is also heavily influenced by the visual arts, most notably in his classic “Slow Song for Mark Rothko,” in
which he did with words what Rothko did with paint and dye.

To breathe and stretch one’s arms again
to breathe through the mouth to breathe to
breathe through the mouth to utter in
the most quiet way not to whisper not to whisper
to breathe through the mouth in the most quiet way to
breathe to sing to breathe to sing to breathe
to sing the most quiet way.

To sing to light the most quiet light in darkness
radiantia radiantia
singing light in darkness.

To sing as the host sings in his house.

 

John Taggart is the author of fourteen books of poetry and two books of criticism. He was, for many years,
a professor of English and director of the Interdisciplinary Arts Program at Shippensburg University. He
lives near Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

The reason? Because this Is Music: New and Selected Poems is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Rosa Flint:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Is Music: New and Selected
Poems that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Is Music: New and Selected Poems become your own personal starter.

Richard Ma:

This Is Music: New and Selected Poems is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Is Music: New and Selected
Poems can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life and also knowledge.

Herman Hernandez:

You will get this Is Music: New and Selected Poems by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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