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It’s a familiar story: a beautiful woman is abducted and her husband journeys to recover her. This story’s
best-known incarnation is also a central Greek myth—the abduction of Helen that led to the Trojan
War. Stealing Helen surveys a vast range of folktales and texts exhibiting the story pattern of the abducted
beautiful wife and makes a detailed comparison with the Helen of Troy myth. Lowell Edmunds shows that
certain Sanskrit, Welsh, and Old Irish texts suggest there was an Indo-European story of the abducted wife
before the Helen myth of the Iliad became known.

Investigating Helen’s status in ancient Greek sources, Edmunds argues that if Helen was just one trope of the
abducted wife, the quest for Helen’s origin in Spartan cult can be abandoned, as can the quest for an Indo-
European goddess who grew into the Helen myth. He explains that Helen was not a divine essence but a
narrative figure that could replicate itself as needed, at various times or places in ancient Greece. Edmunds
recovers some of these narrative Helens, such as those of the Pythagoreans and of Simon Magus, which then
inspired the Helens of the Faust legend and Goethe.

Stealing Helen offers a detailed critique of prevailing views behind the "real" Helen and presents an eye-
opening exploration of the many sources for this international mythical and literary icon.
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From reader reviews:

James Peters:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Stealing Helen: The Myth of the Abducted Wife in Comparative
Perspective. Try to make book Stealing Helen: The Myth of the Abducted Wife in Comparative Perspective
as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Catherine Benavidez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Stealing Helen: The Myth of the Abducted Wife in Comparative Perspective.

Ruth Goodrich:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. Stealing Helen: The Myth of the Abducted Wife in Comparative Perspective
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book untitled Stealing Helen: The Myth of the Abducted Wife in Comparative Perspective contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.
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