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Maintains that Lacanian psychoanalysis is the proper continuation of the line of thought from Spinoza to
Marx.

Opposing both popular “neo-Spinozisms” (Deleuze, Negri, Hardt, Israel) and their Lacanian critiques
(Zðizûek and Badiou), Surplus maintains that Lacanian psychoanalysis is the proper continuation of the
Spinozian-Marxian line of thought. Author A. Kiarina Kordela argues that both sides ignore the inherent
contradictions in Spinoza’s work, and that Lacan’s reading of Spinoza—as well as of Descartes, Kant, Hegel,
Marx, Freud, and Wittgenstein—offers a much subtler balance of knowing when to take the philosopher at
face value and when to read him against himself. Moving between abstract theory and tangible political,
ethical, and literary examples, Kordela traces the emergence of “enjoyment” and “the gaze” out of Spinoza’s
theories of God, truth, and causality, Kant’s critique of pure reason, and Marx’s pathbreaking application of
set theory to economy. Kordela’s thought unfolds an epistemology and an ontology proper to secular
capitalist modernity that call for a revision of the Spinoza-Marx-Lacan line as the sole alternative to the
(anti-)Platonist tradition.

“Kordela masterfully shows how Spinoza’s thought jibes with the insights of psychoanalysis, especially
concerning the original cause and the final cause. This book has actually forced me to reevaluate my own
thinking about Spinoza and to realize that I have wrongly been associating Spinoza with the misguided neo-
Spinozist reading of him.” — Todd McGowan, author of The Real Gaze: Film Theory after Lacan

“From the very beginning, this book is of such intellectual power that it is capable of severe criticism of
some of the most potent thinkers in the field—Zðizûek and Badiou, for example—while at the same time
showing what is productive in them. Kordela has learned from them; they too have much to learn from her.”
— Thomas Pepper, author of Singularities: Extremes of Theory in the Twentieth Century

A. Kiarina Kordela is Associate Professor of German Studies at Macalester College.
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From reader reviews:

James Vera:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Surplus: Spinoza, Lacan (SUNY series, Insinuations:
Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature). Try to the actual book Surplus: Spinoza, Lacan (SUNY series,
Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Bertha Davis:

The book Surplus: Spinoza, Lacan (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the good thing like a book Surplus: Spinoza, Lacan (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Surplus: Spinoza,
Lacan (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Bernice Mignone:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Surplus:
Spinoza, Lacan (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

John Edmondson:

The guide with title Surplus: Spinoza, Lacan (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis,
Literature) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on



your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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