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Western civilization has always driven toward mastering the world through reason, will, craft, and scientific
objectivity. Yet beneath this current swirls a riptide that suggests we can know more of the world through
non-rational means - through spontaneity, intuition, and creativity. In A Taste For Chaos, literary scholar
Randy Fertel explores this undercurrent of spontaneity in literature and identifies a new metagenre called
improvisation - texts that claim to have been written without effort or craft, like an idea that hits you in the
shower. Whether the authors claim to have written them in a dream, instinctively, off the top of their head, or
when drunk, they have done so, so they claim, without effort, and their work is the more valuable because of
it. While self-styled spontaneous texts claim to be unlike anything we have ever seen before, they actually
abound across genres and time, from the epic sung poetry of classical Greece to 21st century novels. A Taste
for Chaos, presents a methodology for talking about spontaneity, and then applies that methodology to
landmark texts. Fertel explores the complex nature of the spontaneous gesture; identifies the stylistic
conventions, themes, and rhetorical features of improvisations; and explores the archetype of spontaneity
throughout history from philosophy and psychology to chaos science, jazz, conceptual art, post-modernism,
and finally Hermes - the god of crossing boundaries, of improvisation, who graces the book's cover. Fertel
then provides a fresh approach to major texts of the Western tradition by analyzing them through the lens of
improvisation: Milton's Paradise Lost, Sterne's Tristram Shandy, Wordsworth's Tintern Abbey, Tennyson's
Idylls of the King, Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, Jung's Red Book, Joyce's Ulysses, Mann's Dr. Faustus,
and finally, McEwan's Saturday. Woven throughout these improvisations, demonstrates Fertel, is the lesson
that we can ultimately know more of the world by accepting the limits of reason, and opening up rationality
to more of life.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary
Improvisation. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Latrice Miller:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

John Armstead:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Taste for Chaos:
The Art of Literary Improvisation suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisationis one of several books
which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Robert Thompson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation when you desired it?
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