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The Art of Scandal advances a relatively simple claim with far-reaching consequences for modernist studies:
writers and readers throughout the early twentieth century revived the long-despised codes and habits of the
roman à clef as a key part of that larger assault on Victorian realism we now call modernism. In the process,
this resurgent genre took on a life of its own, reconfiguring the intricate relationship between literature,
celebrity, and the law.

Sean Latham summons cases of the novel's social notoriety-and the numerous legal scandals the form
provoked-to articulate the material networks of reception and circulation through which modernism took
shape, revealing a little explored popular history within its development. Producers as well as consumers
used elements of the controversial roman à clef, a genre that challenges the idea of fiction as autonomous
from the social and political world. In turn, this widespread practice provoked not only a generative aesthetic
crisis, but also a gradually unfolding legal quandary that led Britain's highest courts to worry that fiction
itself might be illegal. Modernism sat squarely, for a time, between literature and the law.

With skillful close readings aided by extensive archival research, Latham illuminates the world of
backbiting, gossip, litigation, and sensationalism through chapters on Oscar Wilde's trial, Joyce's Ulysses,
celebrity salons, and Parisian bohemia. Original, colorful, and perceptive, The Art of Scandal both salvages
the reputation of the roman à clef form and traces its curious itinerary through the early twentieth century.

Seeking out the best new interdisciplinary work, this series explores the cultural bearings of literary
modernism across multiple fields, geographies, symbolic forms, and media.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Frederick:

This The Art of Scandal: Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a Clef (Modernist Literature and Culture)
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Art of
Scandal: Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a Clef (Modernist Literature and Culture) can be one of
many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Art of
Scandal: Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a Clef (Modernist Literature and Culture) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffrey Haller:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Art of Scandal:
Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a Clef (Modernist Literature and Culture) which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Corey Barksdale:

This The Art of Scandal: Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a Clef (Modernist Literature and Culture) is
brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this The Art of Scandal: Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a Clef (Modernist
Literature and Culture) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life and also knowledge.

Joyce Tower:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book The Art of Scandal: Modernism, Libel Law, and the Roman a
Clef (Modernist Literature and Culture) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your



knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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