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David Weiss Halivni's The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud, originally published in Hebrew and here
translated by Jeffrey L. Rubenstein, is widely regarded as the most comprehensive scholarly examination of
the processes of composition and editing of the Babylonian Talmud.

Halivni presents the summation of a lifetime of scholarship and the conclusions of his multivolume Talmudic
commentary, Sources and Traditions (Meqorot umesorot). Arguing against the traditional view that the
Talmud was composed c. 450 CE by the last of the named sages in the Talmud, the Amoraim, Halivni
proposes that its formation took place over a much longer period of time, not reaching its final form until
about 750 CE. The Talmud consists of many literary strata or layers, with later layers commenting upon and
reinterpreting earlier layers. The later layers differ qualitatively from the earlier layers, and were composed
by anonymous sages whom Halivni calls Stammaim. These sages were the true author-editors of the Talmud.
They reconstructed the reasons underpinning earlier rulings, created the dialectical argumentation
characteristic of the Talmud, and formulated the literary units that make up the Talmudic text.

Halivni also discusses the history and development of rabbinic tradition from the Mishnah through the post-
Talmudic legal codes, the types of dialectical analysis found in the different rabbinic works, and the roles of
reciters, transmitters, compilers, and editors in the composition of the Talmud. This volume contains an
introduction and annotations by Jeffrey L. Rubenstein.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Bufkin:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Formation of the
Babylonian Talmud. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

David Smith:

The publication untitled The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud is the guide that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Danielle Tilley:

The actual book The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this article book.

Beverly Thomas:

This The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Formation of the Babylonian Talmud can
be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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