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In the early days of 1937, the Ohio River, swollen by heavy winter rains, began rising. And rising. And
rising. By the time the waters crested, the Ohio and Mississippi had climbed to record heights. Nearly four
hundred people had died, while a million more had run from their homes. The deluge caused more than half
a billion dollars of damage at a time when the Great Depression still battered the nation.

Timed to coincide with the flood's seventy-fifth anniversary, The Thousand-Year Flood is the first
comprehensive history of one of the most destructive disasters in American history. David Welky first shows
how decades of settlement put Ohio valley farms and towns at risk and how politicians and planners
repeatedly ignored the dangers. Then he tells the gripping story of the river's inexorable rise: residents fled to
refugee camps and higher ground, towns imposed martial law, prisoners rioted, Red Cross nurses endured
terrifying conditions, and FDR dispatched thousands of relief workers. In a landscape fraught with
dangers—from unmoored gas tanks that became floating bombs to powerful currents of filthy floodwaters
that swept away whole towns—people hastily raised sandbag barricades, piled into overloaded rowboats, and
marveled at water that stretched as far as the eye could see. In the flood's aftermath, Welky explains, New
Deal reformers, utopian dreamers, and hard-pressed locals restructured not only the flood-stricken valleys,
but also the nation's relationship with its waterways, changes that continue to affect life along the rivers to
this day.

A striking narrative of danger and adventure—and the mix of heroism and generosity, greed and pettiness
that always accompany disaster—The Thousand-Year Flood breathes new life into a fascinating yet little-
remembered American story.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Elam:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for
a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The
Thousand-Year Flood: The Ohio-Mississippi Disaster of 1937 book as starter and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dean Rakestraw:

The event that you get from The Thousand-Year Flood: The Ohio-Mississippi Disaster of 1937 is a more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Thousand-Year Flood: The Ohio-Mississippi
Disaster of 1937 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The
Thousand-Year Flood: The Ohio-Mississippi Disaster of 1937 instantly.

Michael Stricklin:

The reason why? Because this The Thousand-Year Flood: The Ohio-Mississippi Disaster of 1937 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Griselda Gonzalez:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Thousand-Year Flood: The Ohio-
Mississippi Disaster of 1937 is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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