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The first book to cover the entirety of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender history, from pre-1492 to the
present.

In the 1620s, Thomas Morton broke from Plymouth Colony and founded Merrymount, which celebrated
same-sex desire, atheism, and interracial marriage. Transgender evangelist Jemima Wilkinson, in the early
1800s, changed her name to “Publick Universal Friend,” refused to use pronouns, fought for gender equality,
and led her own congregation in upstate New York. In the mid-nineteenth century, internationally famous
Shakespearean actor Charlotte Cushman led an openly lesbian life, including a well-publicized “female
marriage.” And in the late 1920s, Augustus Granville Dill was fired by W. E. B. Du Bois from the NAACP’s
magazine the Crisis after being arrested for a homosexual encounter. These are just a few moments of queer
history that Michael Bronski highlights in this groundbreaking book.
 
Intellectually dynamic and endlessly provocative, A Queer History of the United States is more than a
“who’s who” of queer history: it is a book that radically challenges how we understand American history.
Drawing upon primary documents, literature, and cultural histories, noted scholar and activist Michael
Bronski charts the breadth of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender history, from 1492 to the 1990s, and has
written a testament to how the LGBT experience has profoundly shaped our country, culture, and history.
 
A Queer History of the United States abounds with startling examples of unknown or often ignored aspects
of American history—the ineffectiveness of sodomy laws in the colonies, the prevalence of cross-dressing
women soldiers in the Civil War, the impact of new technologies on LGBT life in the nineteenth century,
and how rock music and popular culture were, in large part, responsible for the devastating backlash against
gay rights in the late 1970s. Most striking, Bronski documents how, over centuries, various incarnations of
social purity movements have consistently attempted to regulate all sexuality, including fantasies,
masturbation, and queer sex. Resisting these efforts, same-sex desire flourished and helped make America
what it is today.
 
At heart, A Queer History of the United States is simply about American history. It is a book that will matter
both to LGBT people and heterosexuals. This engrossing and revelatory history will make readers appreciate
just how queer America really is.
 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

The book A Queer History of the United States (ReVisioning American History) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing
like a book A Queer History of the United States (ReVisioning American History)? A number of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book A Queer History of the United States (ReVisioning American
History) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept A Queer
History of the United States (ReVisioning American History) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Queer History of the United States
(ReVisioning American History)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this book.

Mary Fleeman:

The e-book with title A Queer History of the United States (ReVisioning American History) includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Nathan Hutchison:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Queer History of the United
States (ReVisioning American History) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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