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Coal Dust on Your Feet is a historical ethnography of Shamokin, Pennsylvania and its surrounding borough
of Coal Township. This anthracite coal fueled the industrial revolution and its miners generated the rise of
organized labor, both of which make the region of northeast Pennsylvania one of great economic and historic
importance. The ethnographic field site of the study spans a century and a half as it looks at the history and
ties to the home countries of the immigrants who established and worked the coal mines. Details of
individual lives and family histories enliven accounts of industry and the struggles of the unions, means of
livelihood, ethnicity, associational life and ceremonial occasions. It will be of interest to anthropologists,
sociologists, scholars of urban studies and labor historians, and contributes to the canon of literature on
community and sense of place.

The study focuses on the rise and decline of the mining industry, on the ethnic groups that formed the town’s
neighborhoods, and on the changes that have taken place in ethnicity, religion, class and community. It
covers the period of prosperity when the factories of the New York garment industry moved into town for
the middle years of the twentieth century and made Shamokin a shopping mecca. Today, the town is
decimated by economic decline and population loss, but ethnicity remains an identity option and still has
economic content. The strong sense of place of the people of the town rooted in their cultural and militant
heritage, has given rise to a wider community of former residents who return to visit, participate in events
and buy ethnic foods and cultural items. This wider community of belonging and identity helps to boost
morale, sense of community and economy, in what is now primarily a retirement town with commuters
traveling to work in nearby cities.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

With other case, little persons like to read book Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration
of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise,
Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Louise Lewis:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and
Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Patricia McGuire:

The guide untitled Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining
Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town
(Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Clyde Traynor:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and
Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) was colourful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and
Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel



happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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