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As Bill Clinton said in his second inaugural address, “The divide of race has been America’s constant curse.”
In Honor Bound, David Leverenz explores the past to the present of that divide. He argues that in the United
States, the rise and decline of white people’s racial shaming reflect the rise and decline of white honor.
“White skin” and “black skin” are fictions of honor and shame. Americans have lived those fictions for over
four hundred years.

To make his argument, Leverenz casts an unusually wide net, from ancient and modern cultures of honor to
social, political, and military history to American literature and popular culture.

He highlights the convergence of whiteness and honor in the United States from the antebellum period to the
present. The Civil War, the civil rights movement, and the election of Barack Obama represent racial
progress; the Tea Party movement represents the latest recoil.

From exploring African American narratives to examining a 2009 episode of Hardball—in which two white
commentators restore their honor by mocking U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder after he called Americans
“cowards” for not talking more about race—Leverenz illustrates how white honor has prompted racial
shaming and humiliation. The United States became a nation-state in which light-skinned people declared
themselves white. The fear masked by white honor surfaces in such classics of American literature as The
Scarlet Letter and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and in the U.S. wars against the Barbary pirates from
1783 to 1815 and the Iraqi insurgents from 2003 to the present. John McCain’s Faith of My Fathers is used
to frame the 2008 presidential campaign as white honor’s last national stand.

Honor Bound concludes by probing the endless attempts in 2009 and 2010 to preserve white honor through
racial shaming, from the “birthers” and Tea Party protests to Joe Wilson’s “You lie!” in Congress and the
arrest of Henry Louis Gates Jr. at the front door of his own home. Leverenz is optimistic that, in the twenty-
first century, racial shaming is itself becoming shameful.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Rogers:

With other case, little persons like to read book Honor Bound: Race and Shame in America. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Honor
Bound: Race and Shame in America. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era,
we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sean Scruggs:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Honor Bound:
Race and Shame in America.

Michele Stein:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Honor Bound: Race and Shame in America why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Thomas Tritt:

Beside this Honor Bound: Race and Shame in America in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Honor Bound: Race and Shame in America because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!
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