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The Contemporary Guitar traces the extraordinary rise of the instrument in concert music over the past
century. Though recognized worldwide as a popular music icon, the all-to-recent time when the guitar was
looked down upon as a second-class citizen in the world of “serious” music is finally past, and it can now be
found in the scores of the most important composers. The guitar’s rightful place in chamber music, orchestral
music, or as a solo instrument is now without question, whether in the classic acoustic form or the more
recent electric version.

While the guitar has stood in the vanguard of musical experimentation, its many new techniques and
notations remain a mystery for many composers and players. In The Contemporary Guitar, musician and
scholar, John Schneider explains each class of technique and illustrates them with examples. Moreover,
because the guitar is easily refretted, it has also become a leading instrument in the exploration of the
relatively new musical language of microtonality. In this revised and enlarged edition from the original work
of three decades ago, Schneider adds a broad-ranging, entirely new chapter on the instruments, notation and
repertoire with insights into the interpretation of historical works through the application of accurate
contemporary tunings and temperaments.

The guitar’s unique timbre—its tone color—is one of the most versatile among modern instruments, both
acoustic and electric. Most players who intuitively explore the subtleties of tone color will find outlined in
The Contemporary Guitar the specific principles of physics that determine these subtleties which, once
mastered, permit guitarists to control more completely the expressive palette of their instrument. Designated
the Rational Method of Tone Production by its author, Schneider defines in great detail the timbral
characteristics of acoustic and electric instruments from theoretical, physical, and musical viewpoints.

Players in search of new repertoire will find an historical survey of the literature, an exhaustive list of new
music, and a multitude of techniques for bringing such music to life. The Contemporary Guitar provides
audio examples online for those seeking to discover new sounds and includes the notation to perform them.
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From reader reviews:

Logan Merritt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Contemporary Guitar is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

George Lehman:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Contemporary Guitar.

Todd Jacob:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Contemporary Guitar can give you a lot of close
friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Contemporary Guitar.

Kaye Reynolds:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve The Contemporary Guitar was filled about science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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