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Argues that the rights of women in Muslim society are based on the preserved cultural standards of elites,
not the ethical philosophy of the Quran.

Contesting Justice examines the development of the laws and practices governing the status of women in
Muslim society, particularly in terms of marriage, polygamy, inheritance, and property rights. Ahmed E.
Souaiaia argues that such laws were not methodically derived from legal sources but rather are the preserved
understanding and practices of the early ruling elite. Based on his quantitative, linguistic, and normative
analyses of Quranic texts—and contrary to the established practice—the author shows that these texts
sanction only monogamous marriages, guarantee only female heirs’ shares, and do not prescribe an
inheritance principle that awards males twice the shares of females. He critically explores the way religion is
developed and then is transformed into a social control mechanism that transcends legal reform, gender-
sensitive education, or radical modernization. To ameliorate the legal, political, and economic status of
women in the Islamic world, Souaiaia recommends the strengthening of civil society institutions that will
challenge wealth-engendered majoritism, curtail society-manufactured conformity, and bridle the absolute
power of the state.

“…[Souaiaia’s] ideas are illuminating … his examination of Qur’anic laws, particularly those concerning
women, should resonate well in the international community. Moreover, he offers moderate Muslims a
refreshing new approach to the sort of interpretations that have traditionally stifled women’s advancement.”
— Religion

“Contesting Justice may be appreciated from two points of view. It is, on the one hand, an advocacy piece,
an original contribution to Islamic thought … But Justice also includes at least two chapters which, although
part of the author’s impassioned argument for a new view of Islamic law, also contain material that reveals
much about the workings of the classical tradition … [Souaiaia] is surely an intellectual to watch on the
North American Muslim scene.” —  Studies in Religion

“Contesting Justice is in many ways a groundbreaking and pioneering study that links discourses pertaining
to the nature, origins, development and the scope of Islamic law and practices with the concept of justice as it
relates to the legal and economic status of women with special attention to the Islamic laws of polygamy and
inheritance … Souaiaia’s book is an extremely important study and a major contribution to the literature of
Islamic law, legal theory, Islamic hermeneutics, as well as politics, women and gender studies and is
recommended highly to all those interested in these disciplines.” — Middle East Studies Online Journal

“In Contesting Justice, Ahmed Souaiaia offers an innovative examination of the link between social justice
and the Islamic interpretive and legal tradition … the author’s efforts at combining a theoretical approach
and practical methodology are commendable and very welcome efforts for scholars, students, and
practitioners of Islamic law and human rights.” — Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies
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From reader reviews:

Martha Robertson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Contesting Justice: Women, Islam,
Law, and Society will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book
with you?

Leslie Jasso:

Here thing why this particular Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Contesting Justice: Women,
Islam, Law, and Society in e-book can be your alternate.

Patsy Locke:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Contesting Justice:
Women, Islam, Law, and Society suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Societyis a single of several books
that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world within this book.

Elizabeth Acker:

The book Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society has a lot of information on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after perusing this book.
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