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Metatheater, or "theater within theater," is a critical approach often used in studies of Shakespearian or
modern drama. Breaking new ground in the study of ancient Greek tragedy, Mark Ringer applies the concept
of metatheatricality to the work of Sophocles. His innovative analysis sheds light on Sophocles' technical
ingenuity and reveals previously unrecognized facets of fifth-century performative irony.

Ringer analyzes the layers of theatrical self-awareness in all seven
Sophoclean tragedies, giving special attention to Electra, the
playwright's most metatheatrical work. He focuses on plays within plays,
characters who appear to be in rivalry with their playwright in "scripting"
their dramas, and the various roles that characters assume in their attempts to deceive other characters or
even themselves. Ringer also examines instances of literal role playing, exploring the implications of the
Greek convention of sharing multiple roles among only three actors.

Sophocles has long been praised as one of the masters of dramatic
irony. Awareness of Sophoclean metatheater, Ringer shows, deepens our appreciation of that irony and
reveals the playwright's keen awareness of his art.

Originally published in 1998.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Charity Reulet:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question simply because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Electra and
the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles to read.

Thomas Daniels:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Electra and the Empty Urn:
Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Justin Campbell:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles.

Christina Almonte:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve
your knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get
depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you
can read education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles provide
you with new experience in studying a book.
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