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Christopher M. Finan received Eli M. Oboler Memorial Award for 2008. The award is presented for the best
published work in the area of intellectual freedom. Eligible books were published between 2006 and 2007.

In 1919, Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer launched a government roundup of thousands of Russian
immigrants and deported 800 of them for their radical ideas, a flagrant violation of First Amendment rights.
Decades later, a second Red Scare gripped the United States as Senator Joseph McCarthy spearheaded a
witch-hunt for Russian agents while sneering at "egg-sucking liberals" who defended "Communists and
queers."

The nearly century-long battle between heresy hunters and civil libertarians makes the story of free speech
in this country a colorful one, filled with dramatic episodes and larger-than-life personalities. Historian and
free-speech advocate Christopher Finan introduces us to a cast of characters as varied as a young G.I.
named Hugh Hefner and the ever-vigilant Emma Viets, chair of the Kansas City censorship board, who
cheerfully cut scenes that weren't "clean and wholesome" from Hollywood films, shortening onscreen kisses
and excluding any image of a woman "in the family way."
This history has enormous relevance in post-Patriot Act America. At a time when government is warning
citizens and the press to watch what they say, the words of Murray I. Gurfein, a judge from another era,
have special resonance: "The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the
value of our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be suffered
by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of freedom of expression and the right of
the people to know."

From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act traces the fight for free speech from the turn of the nineteenth
century through the War on Terror. Christopher Finan has given us a vital history of our most fundamental,
and most vulnerable, constitutional right.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act: A History of the Fight for Free Speech in America, it is possible to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a e-book.

Jan Doyle:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act: A
History of the Fight for Free Speech in America why because the amazing cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Irma Chavez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act: A History of the Fight for Free Speech in
America can make you sense more interested to read.

Amy Zambrano:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act: A History of the Fight for Free Speech in America we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a



book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with
this book From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act: A History of the Fight for Free Speech in America. You
can more pleasing than now.
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