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Most of what we know about how the Civil War affected life in the Confederacy is related to cities, troop
movements, battles, and prominent political, economic, or military leaders. Far less is known about the
people who lived in small Southern towns remote from marching armies or battles. Philip N. Racine explores
life in one such place—Spartanburg, South Carolina—in an effort to reshape the contours of that great
conflict.

By 1864 life in most of the Confederacy, but especially in rural towns, was characterized by scarcity, high
prices, uncertainty, fear, and bad-tempered neighbors. Shortages of food were common. People lived with
constant anxiety that a soldiering father or son would be killed or wounded. Taxes were high, inflation was
rampant, good news was scarce and seemed to always be followed by bad. The slave population was
growing restive as their masters’ bad news was their good news. Army deserters were threatening
lawlessness; accusations and vindictiveness colored the atmosphere and added to the anxiety, fear, and
feeling of helplessness. Often people blamed their troubles on the Confederate government in faraway
Richmond, Virginia.

Racine provides insight into these events through personal stories: the plight of a slave; the struggles of a war
widow managing her husband’s farm, ten slaves, and seven children; and the trauma of a lowcountry
refugee’s having to forfeit a wealthy, aristocratic way of life and being thrust into relative poverty and an
alien social world. All were part of the complexity of wartime Spartanburg District.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Living a Big War in a Small Place: Spartanburg, South Carolina, during the Confederacy, you may tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Debbie Bennett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Living a Big
War in a Small Place: Spartanburg, South Carolina, during the Confederacy provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Eric Sanders:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Living a Big War in a Small Place:
Spartanburg, South Carolina, during the Confederacy can give you a lot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Living a Big War in a Small Place: Spartanburg, South Carolina, during the
Confederacy.

Michael Garcia:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As



we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Living a Big War in a Small Place: Spartanburg, South Carolina, during the
Confederacy can make you feel more interested to read.
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