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Thomas Sankara, often called the African Che Guevara, was president of Burkina Faso, one of the poorest
countries in Africa, until his assassination during the military coup that brought down his government.
Although his tenure in office was relatively short, Sankara left an indelible mark on his country’s history and
development. An avowed Marxist, he outspokenly asserted his country’s independence from France and
other Western powers while at the same time seeking to build a genuine pan-African unity.

Ernest Harsch traces Sankara’s life from his student days to his recruitment into the military, early political
awakening, and increasing dismay with his country’s extreme poverty and political corruption. As he rose to
higher leadership positions, he used those offices to mobilize people for change and to counter the influence
of the old, corrupt elites. Sankara and his colleagues initiated economic and social policies that shifted away
from dependence on foreign aid and toward a greater use of the country’s own resources to build schools,
health clinics, and public works. Although Sankara’s sweeping vision and practical reforms won him
admirers both in Burkina Faso and across Africa, a combination of domestic opposition groups and factions
within his own government and the army finally led to his assassination in 1987.

This is the first English-language book to tell the story of Sankara’s life and struggles, drawing on the
author’s extensive firsthand research and reporting on Burkina Faso, including interviews with the late
leader. Decades after his death, Sankara remains an inspiration to young people throughout Africa for his
integrity, idealism, and dedication to independence and self-determination.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Yoo:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Thomas Sankara: An African Revolutionary
(Ohio Short Histories of Africa) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Florence Williams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Thomas Sankara: An African
Revolutionary (Ohio Short Histories of Africa) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Na Urquhart:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One
of them is this Thomas Sankara: An African Revolutionary (Ohio Short Histories of Africa).

Christine Cote:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thomas Sankara: An
African Revolutionary (Ohio Short Histories of Africa) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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