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As recently as 1874, no laws yet existed in this country for the protection of children. In New York of the
same year, it was the widely publicized case of Mary Ellen Wilson-a nine-year-old girl who had been a
prisoner in her tenement home, enduring unimaginable cruelty-that was the first to draw national and
worldwide attention to both the social issue of child abuse and to the notion that children are entitled to
humane treatment. American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) founder Henry
Bergh and his attorney, Elbridge T. Gerry, intervened on behalf of the abused little girl. Following this case,
the first child protection agency was founded: the New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children. This examination of the child abuse case begins with a look at Mary Ellen Wilson's life and
provides background on the events surrounding the case. It draws upon-and reproduces within the text-
numerous primary sources. Mary Ellen's famous court testimony, queries urging Henry Bergh's ASPCA to
continue work on behalf of children, articles describing the courtroom scene, pleas from Mary Ellen's family
appealing for her custody and published documentation of the trial itself are all offered here for the first time.
The extensive amounts of newspaper coverage, family letters, judicial orders and court transcripts presented
in this work chronicle the historical case and its effects which have since provided hope for millions of
abused and neglected children. The authors also wrote a novelized version of the story entitled "Out of the
Darkness: The Story of Mary Ellen Wilson." (Dolphin Moon, 1999)
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

The book Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files to
get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide Case #1:
The Mary Ellen Wilson Files. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Richard Martinez:

Here thing why this kind of Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with
Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files in e-book
can be your alternative.

Christopher Jaeger:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Nicholas Thiede:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for



you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Case #1: The Mary Ellen Wilson Files can make you feel
more interested to read.
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