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Through nostalgic idealizations of motherhood, family, and the home, influential leaders in early twentieth-
century America constructed and legitimated a range of reforms that promoted human reproduction. Their
pronatalism emerged from a modernist conviction that reproduction and population could be regulated.
European countries sought to regulate or encourage reproduction through legislation; America, by contrast,
fostered ideological and cultural ideas of pronatalism through what Laura Lovett calls "nostalgic
modernism," which romanticized agrarianism and promoted scientific racism and eugenics.

Lovett looks closely at the ideologies of five influential American figures: Mary Lease's maternalist agenda,
Florence Sherbon's eugenic "fitter families" campaign, George Maxwell's "homecroft" movement of land
reclamation and home building, Theodore Roosevelt's campaign for conservation and country life, and
Edward Ross's sociological theory of race suicide and social control. Demonstrating the historical
circumstances that linked agrarianism, racism, and pronatalism, Lovett shows how reproductive conformity
was manufactured, how it was promoted, and why it was coercive. In addition to contributing to scholarship
in American history, gender studies, rural studies, and environmental history, Lovett's study sheds light on
the rhetoric of "family values" that has regained currency in recent years.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Scott:

The book Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938
(Gender and American Culture) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism,
Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture) being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Conceiving the Future:
Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Tasha Banda:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction,
and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

George Rodriguez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Conceiving the
Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American
Culture) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender
and American Culture)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Belinda Hamilton:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to



reading a publication. The book Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the
United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot
of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.
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