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For anyone who has ever identified with a hero or heroine, been seduced by a strong opening sentence, or
been powerfully moved by a story’s end, How to Write Like Tolstoy is a thought-provoking journey inside
the minds of the world’s most accomplished storytellers, from Shakespeare to Stephen King.
 
“I have tried, as far as possible using the words of the authors themselves, to explain their craft,
aiming to take readers on a journey into the concerns, techniques, tricks, flaws, and, occasionally,
obsessions of our most luminous writers.”—from the Preface
 
Behind every acclaimed work of literature is a trove of heartfelt decisions. The best authors put
painstaking—sometimes obsessive—effort into each element of their stories, from plot and character
development to dialogue and point of view.
 
What made Nabokov choose the name Lolita? Why did Fitzgerald use first-person narration in The Great
Gatsby? How did Kerouac, who raged against revision, finally come to revise On the Road? Veteran editor
and teacher Richard Cohen draws on his vast reservoir of a lifetime’s reading and his insight into what
makes good prose soar. Here are Gabriel García Márquez’s thoughts on how to start a novel (“In the first
paragraph you solve most of the problems with your book”); Virginia Woolf offering her definition of style
(“It is all rhythm. Once you get that, you can’t use the wrong words”); and Vladimir Nabokov on the nature
of fiction (“All great novels are great fairy tales”).
 
Cohen has researched the published works and private utterances of our greatest authors to discover the
elements that made their prose memorable. The result is a unique exploration of the act and art of writing
that enriches our experience of reading both the classics and the best modern fiction. Evoking the marvelous,
the famous, and the irreverent, he reveals the challenges that even the greatest writers faced—and shows us
how they surmounted them.
 
Praise for How to Write Like Tolstoy
 
“This book is a wry, critical friend to both writer and reader. It is filled with cogent examples and provoking
statements. You will agree or quarrel with each page, and be a sharper writer and reader by the
end.”—Hilary Mantel

“Insightful . . . [Cohen] escorts his readers to Iris Murdoch for sage counsel on launching a novel, to Salman
Rushdie for shrewd guidance on developing an unreliable narrator, to Rudyard Kipling for a cagey hint on
creating memorable minor characters, and to Leo Tolstoy for a master’s help in transforming personal
experience into fictional art. Even readers with no intentions of writing a novel will relish the opportunity to
join their favorite authors at the workbench.”—Booklist
 
“An elegant, chatty how-to book on writing well, using the lessons of many of the world’s best writers . . .
[Cohen] draws on plentiful advice from past and present literary titans. . . . The process of gathering advice
from prominent contemporary authors such as Francine Prose, Jonathan Franzen, and Nick Hornby gives



Cohen the opportunity to tell any number of amusing, often discursive stories about great literature and
authors, mixed with the writers’ own observations.”—Publishers Weekly
 
“Lush and instructive . . . [Cohen] is a generous tour guide through his literary world.”—Kirkus Reviews

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lien Fugate:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds of Our
Greatest Writers.

Carole Houston:

Here thing why this How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds of Our Greatest Writers are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the
Minds of Our Greatest Writers giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no e-book that similar with How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds of
Our Greatest Writers. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds of Our Greatest
Writers in e-book can be your option.

Jeanette Williams:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds
of Our Greatest Writers it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Kelly Edge:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the book How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds of
Our Greatest Writers to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is



developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and learn it. Beside that the reserve How to Write Like Tolstoy: A Journey into the Minds of Our Greatest
Writers can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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