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What happens when the market tries to help the poor? In many parts of the world today, neoliberal
development programs are offering ordinary people the tools of free enterprise as the means to well-being
and empowerment. Schemes to transform the poor into small-scale entrepreneurs promise them the benefits
of the market and access to the rewards of globalization. Markets of Dispossession is a theoretically
sophisticated and sobering account of the consequences of these initiatives.

Julia Elyachar studied the efforts of bankers, social scientists, ngo members, development workers, and state
officials to turn the craftsmen and unemployed youth of Cairo into the vanguard of a new market society
based on microenterprise. She considers these efforts in relation to the alternative notions of economic
success held by craftsmen in Cairo, in which short-term financial profit is not always highly valued. Through
her careful ethnography of workshop life, Elyachar explains how the traditional market practices of
craftsmen are among the most vibrant modes of market life in Egypt. Long condemned as backward, these
existing market practices have been seized on by social scientists and development institutions as the raw
materials for experiments in “free market” expansion. Elyachar argues that the new economic value accorded
to the cultural resources and social networks of the poor has fueled a broader process leading to their
economic, social, and cultural dispossession.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

Here thing why this kind of Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in
Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and
Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in
Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic
Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) in e-book can be your substitute.

Marie Slaughter:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
book untitled Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics,
History, and Culture) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Wilda Baeza:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Markets of Dispossession: NGOs,
Economic Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) is simple to develop you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Iva Simmon:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic
Development, and the State in Cairo (Politics, History, and Culture) can be the answer, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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