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Slavery was widespread throughout the Mediterranean lands where Christianity was born and developed.
Though Christians were both slaves and slaveholders, there has been surprisingly little study of what early
Christians thought about the realities of slavery. How did they reconcile slavery with the Gospel teachings of
brotherhood and charity? Slaves were considered the sexual property of their owners: what was the status
within the Church of enslaved women and young male slaves who were their owners sexual playthings? Is
there any reason to believe that Christians shied away from the use of corporal punishments so common
among ancient slave owners? Jennifer A. Glancy brings a multilayered approach to these and many other
issues, offering a comprehensive re-examination of the evidence pertaining to slavery in early Christianity.
Drawing on a wide variety of sources, Glancy situates early Christian slavery in its broader cultural setting.
She argues that scholars have consistently underestimated the pervasive impact of slavery on the institutional
structures, ideologies, and practices of the early churches and of individual Christians. The churches, she
shows, grew to maturity with the assumption that slaveholding was the norm, and welcomed both slaves and
slaveholders as members. Glancy draws attention to the importance of the body in the thought and practice
of ancient slavery. To be a slave was to be a body subject to coercion and violation, with no rights to
corporeal integrity or privacy. Even early Christians who held that true slavery was spiritual in nature relied,
ultimately, on bodily metaphors to express this. Slavery, Glancy demonstrates, was an essential feature of
both the physical and metaphysical worlds of early Christianity. The first book devoted to the early Christian
ideology and practice of slavery, this work sheds new light on the world of the ancient Mediterranean and on
the development of the early Church.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Rice:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Slavery in Early Christianity to read.

Carrie Hunter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Slavery in Early
Christianity suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
Slavery in Early Christianityis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Lois Hernandez:

The book untitled Slavery in Early Christianity contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Bessie Kraft:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Slavery in Early Christianity can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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